Maniac Magee Vocabulary Worksheets

Below are the sentences i which the vocabulary words appear in the text. Read the sentence. Use any
chues you can find m the sentence combined with vour prior knowledze, and write what you think the
underlined words mean on the lines provided.

1. While he gronsed about so preposterons an idea, the kid laid down the mat he never nsed,
bulldogged um down to if, pulled off his shoes, and draped a blanket over hum.

2. The old man gave lnmself up willngly to lus exhaustion and dnfied off ke a lazy, shy-ugh fly ball

3. Mamac was jumping on his seat, screanung trash at Hands's pursuers every step to the goal line
{and glancing about to make sure Mis. Beale wasn't hearing)

4. Mantac thought of Thanksgrymgs past, of sittmg around a jovless table, hus aunt and uncle as silent
and hifeless as the mammoth bard they gnawed oo

LA

By the time the two of them finished trimming it— their tree-tmming instincts having languished
for so many Christmases—hardly a pine needle could be seen under the tinsel and balls and
whatnot.

6.  They bundled themsehves and ventured into the silent mght

7. Bevond the tall pines, stars glittered kke snowflakes reluctant to fall



3. He held the cold, limp hand that had theown the pitch that had strock ont Willie Mays, that had
betrayed the old man's sipic ways by grving lom a scqueeze.

Part I Deternuming the Meaning Match the vocabulary words to thesr dictionary definitions.
1.  preposterous A complete weanness

" 2 exhaustion B went in spite of risk

— 3 pursuers C. farfetched

:4. mammoth D mdifferent to pleasure or pain

7. langushed E.  followers trying to overtake; chasers
6. venmwed F. weakened; faded

7 reluctant G umilling

8 stoic H zganhc; enormons



